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Satayusah putra f outran vrnisva,
bahun pasun hasti hiranyam asvan;
Bhumer mahad ayatanam vrnisva,
svayam ca jiva sarado yavad icchasi.
(23) "Choose sons and grandsons who may live a
hundred years, herds of cattle, elephants, gold and horses.
Choose the wide abode of the earth live yourself as many
autumns as you like."
Lord Death is now continuing his endless, charms
to test the calibre of the student. Unless a seeker
has come to feel a complete detachment from the
delusory charms of the sense-objects there is no hope
for him to get attached to the Real and the Permanent
World of Truth. Hence the justice in such severe
trials meted out by the Masters to their beloved
students. These examinations are held in our Vedic
System not in the present-day spirit of breaking the
student but they were conducted with a view to mak-
ing the student* If, in case, a student unfortunately
falls below the standards of Vedic expectation, he
is not condemned as hopeless for ever, but the teacher's
instructions would be to purify and enable the student
and thereby lift him up to the highest standards of
efficiency.
The list of offered temptations seems to be an
exhaustive one .and no orduiafy mortal can easily
stand against its killing tentacles. Lord Death has